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S the fixing me with you in a 
miniſterial Capacity, was one of 
the more remarkable Events 


that has happen'd to me in the 


courſe of my Life: So tis what 


T do, and ſhall always reflect upon (I be- 
lieve) with peculiar Satisfaction and Com- 
fort. The Situation I am in is fully agree- 
able, and I never yet once repented of it, 


nor would I leave it for any other if I might. 


My ſelf and Labours, when I was ſolemnly 
kt apart- to the Work of the Miniſtry, 
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were willingly devoted to you, and amongſt 


you ſhall they be cheerfully fpent. Let me 


but ſecured of your Affection, and made 
inſtrumental to do your Souls good, by 
building you up on your moſt holy Faith, 
and improving you in all Virtue and Good- 
neſs, and I ſhan't be greatly folicitous as to 
any thing elſe. 3 
But when I came to Hackney, Sirs, I 
had not made my laſt Underſtanding in 
Religious Matters: So far from it, that 


*twas a conſiderable Inducement to me, to 


accept of an Invitation to come and ſettle 
here, that I ſhould have more Leiſure, and 
better Opportunities to re-examine theſe Mat- 
ters than I had ever before enjoyed. Ac- 
cordingly I ſet my ſelf to ſtudy them afreſh, 


- eſpecially ſuch as are reckoned the principal 


and moſt important. And I have read the 
Authors who are eſteemed. to have writ beſt 
upon theſe, of both ſides; but above all | 


Ferch d tbe Scriptures relating to them, I 1 


hope with care, diligence, and impartiality, 


 imploring at the fame time Divine teachings, 


to be kept and deliver d from Error, and 


led into the Truth. The reſult of this 
has been a change of Belief and Opinion, 
about ſundry points of Religion, and ſome 
that are reckon'd capital, or fundamental, 
not excepted ; which change, as I am not 
willing any longer to conceal from you, 1 


| 


— 


and the Holy Ghoſt. The /econd, that there 


er vw ho Goes. Arora wer EE 


" 3) 
F could think of no way more proper than 
by thus writing to you to diſcover and 


make it known. And whilſt I purpoſe that ” 
frankneſs and plain-dealing ſhall be uſed on 
my part, candour and charity will, I truſt, 


not be wanting on yours. 5 

To begin then with the Doctrine of the 
Sacred Trinity: I can no longer believe that 
this is ſtated orthodoxly, and agreeable to 
the Scriptures, either in the firſt Article of 
the Church of England; or the Sixth Anſwer 


of the Aſſembly's Catechiſm ; and much leſs - 
the Creed of Athanafius : The firſt of which 
ſays, That in the Unity of the Godhead 
there be three Perſons of one Subſtance, 
Power, and Eternity, the Father, the Son 


I 


are three Perſons in the Godhead, the Fa- 


ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, and 
theſe three are one God, the ſame in Sub- 
fiance, equal in Power and Glory: the laſt, 


That though there is one Perſon of the Fa- 
tber, another of the Son, and another of the 
Holy Ghoſt, yet the Godhead of the Father, 


of the. Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt is all one, 


the Glory equal, the Majeſty coeternal, &c. 


For there are no ſuch Propofitions as theſe 
to be met with in Scripture, On the con- 
trary, to us, ſays the Apoſtle, there is one 
God, viz. ' the FATHER, of, whom are all 
things, and we for him; even as there is to 


us 


—— — 
* 2 "Ka * * 
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us one Lord, TFeſus Chrift, by whom are all 
things, and we by him, 1 Cor. viii. 6. 80 


An another place tis aſſerted by St Paul, that 


there is one Spirit, one Lord, and one God, 
and Father of all, who is above all, thro' 


all, and in us all: FEpheſ. iv. 5, 6, 7. The 


Father is in ſome hundred of places ſtiled 
God abſolutely, and by way of eminence, 
and with peculiar high titles and epithets. 
And to make the Son and Spirit Equal with 
him, is inconſiſtent with the numerous Texts 


which affirm them to be both of them, of 


and from HIM, and to act in all Things by 
his Miſſion, and Authority, and Will. 
And the Doctrine of three Perſons, that 


is to ſay, Three diftinf?, intelligent, volun- 


tary Agents, each of them Self-exiſtent, In- 
dependent, and Supreme, or having the very 
ame Divine Eſſence, is no leſs irreconcileable 


to Reaſon than it is to Scripture, and car- 
ries too much the face and appearance of 


Tritheiſm in it; nay I am not able, I own, 
to vindicate it from that charge, which ſure 
is an Error of the groſſeſt and moſt odious 
ſort. And as ſuch Doctrine can't be the 


object of my Belief, becauſe it is manifeſtly 


repugnant to Scripture and Reaſon both : ſo 
I am the more againſt it, on acconnt of its 


being ſtrenuouſly eſpous d by the Papiſts; 


and what they, when preſſed with the ab- 


ſurdities attending the monſtrous _ 
7 


Bet: 

of Tranſubſtantiation, have immediate re- 

courſe to, and find the beſt refuge in. Be- 
ſides, It has been, I am now perſuaded, a 
grand obſtacle to the ſpread of Chriſtian 
Religion in the World ; will ever be a pre- 
judice to the converſion of Jeus, Maho- 
metans and Heathens ; has occaſioned end- 
leſs diſputes and infinite uncharitableneſs 
amongſt Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ; and 
which is of no leſs weight with me than 
either of the former, it has produced abun- 
dance of ignorant, unmeaning, uncom- 
manded Worſhip; not only direct Invoca- 

tions of the Trinity, and Prayers to Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as three in one, and 
one in three, one God in Trinity of Perſons, 
&c. But Doxolagies, or Aſcriptions of equal 
Honour and Glory to each of theſe three 
Perſons; whereas thro' the whole New 
Teſtament there does not appear either a 
Precept or Precedent of ſuch a practice: 
Nay we are plainly taught here what is in- 
conſiſtent with it, God the Father being re- 
preſented as the moſt proper, conſtant, ob- 
jet of our addreſſes in worſhip. As for 
putting up Prayers directly and expreſsly to 
the Perſon of the Holy Spirit, there ſeems 
to be no Foundation for it in the economy 
of the Goſpel, nor can ſo much as one clear 
Command or Example of this be produced. 
Now I think that in nothing Chriſtians 
| Mp ought 
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dught to be more cautious of being wiſe 
above what is written, than in the affair of 


Religious Worſhip. And if we are not to 


to confine ourſelves altogether to the Doxo- 


lagies of Scriptures, tis ſafeſt however, 
keeping to rh. And when Glory and 
Honour are at any time- aſcribed to Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, I would be under- 
ſtood to mean ſuch Glory and Honour as 


are reſpectively due to them for their diſtinct 


Powers, Offices, and Agencies in the Crea- 
tion, Government, Redemption, Sanctifica- 
tion, and Salvation of Man. The aſcribing 
the ſame, or equal Glory to Father, Son, 
and Spirit; adoring them as three Perſons, 
and the one true and living Supreme God, 
or devoting and dedicating ourſelves to them 


as ſuch; I can't help fignifying my great 


diſſatisfaction with, and tis what I do from 


this time enter a ſerious proteſt againſt. 


HFaving thus freely open'd myſelf, and 
told you my preſent Faith, with reſpect to 
the Doctrine of the Trinity, I ſhall next 


© do the ſame as to the Perſon of Chriſt. And 
I do not believe him to be the Complex 


or Compound Being, which Creeds and Sy- 
ſtems have generally repreſented, viz. made 


up of two difiini# Natures, a Divine and 


Human, the Godbead and Manhood united; 
ſo as to be very and perfect God (equal 10 
tbe Father) and very and perfect Man; of 2 
To. 5 | reaſonable 


(<4 3 


reaſonable Soul and humane fleſh fubþting 


. ' ® 3 bd * 
This, I am now convinc'd, is introducing 


an imaginary Chriſt, in the room of the 


real one. The Scripture frequently afferts 


him to be of and from the Father, his be- 
gotten, his only begotten Son, which alone, 


in my Opinion, is enough to diſprove an 
equality between him and the Father. And 
the Scripture makes no mention of a com- 


pleat human Nature, as aſſumed by this Son 


of God: No, nor once affirms that he be- 
came Man. We are told indeed by inſpired - 
Writers, that the Divine Logos became 


Fleſh ; that God ſent forth his Son, in the 


fullneſs of time, made, or born of a Woman ; 
that he took a Body prepared for him, was 
found in faſhion as a Man, &c. which 
Expreſſions amount to no more than what 
has commonly been called the Incar- 
nation of the Son of God, and don't im- 
port, I apprehend, his being united to a 
Man. And a Conjunction of two intelli- 
gent Natures in him would be incompatia- 


ble truly with a unity of Perſon: and to 
make ſuch an account of Chriſt agree to a 


number of Texts in the New Teſtament, 


learned Men have thought themſelves ob- 
liged to have recourſe to certain precarious 
Hypotheſes, as that of the Pre-exiftence of 
the Human Soul, or the Quiecence of the 
Divinity, or both. Beſides; the Glory of 


Chriſt's 


(10) 
Chriſt's Love in his Humiliation and Exi- 
nanition, which the Apoſtle St Paul ſeems 
as if he knew not how ſufficiently to extol 
and magnify, is, by. the faid account of his 
Perſon, ſadly diminiſhed, and notwithſtand- 
ing the grand Repreſentations hereof in the 
Epiſtles, it muſt and will, according to this 
account, dwindle into little, comparatively, 
of real Self-implying Love. + Vea, and 
farther, by this account, the minds of 
Chriſtians have been very much perplexed 
in the great affair of Worſhip, ſince it ſup- 
poſes and requires Jeſu Uh vn to be both 
ultimate Object, and edigtor at the ame 
time, and in the /ame atts. 
I will next declare to you my Faith upon 
the Head of the Decrees of God. And I 
no longer believe the Doctrine concerning 
theſe which teaches, that they are abſolute 
Purpoſes or Reſolves of the Divine Will 42 
converſant about all futurities, and predeter- 
mining, or fore-ordaining whatever comes to 
paſs. The Scripture, I am now fatisfied, 
upon more . ſearch into it, knows 
no 


+ His Beines was not 1 or v duch as needs the 

help of nice and ſubtile Diſtinctions, d the art of words, 
to make it ſomething: but it was a real proper Exinanition. 
Le actually laid aſide, and parted with a Glory he had with 
the Father before the world was; tho' originally in the forp: 
7 ee N emptied himſelf, and took upon 1 the ſorm of a 
f What manner of Love is his Vid. Mr Benner: 
Chritig Om, 379, /. 
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no ſuch Doctrine. The Texts that are 
wont to be brought in ſupport of it are 
greatly miſunderſtood. Such a Scheme of 
Decrees ſeems to approach very near the 
Heatheniſh Deſtiny, and Fate. For Events 
to be univerſally and abſolutely predeter- 
min'd by God, will hardly confiſt, I think, 
with his Moral Government of the World ; 
and infer a neceſſity of Action ſubverſive of 
Virtue or Religion: Makes God the Author 
of Sin, decretively at leaſt, and to fore-ap- 
point things which he abhors and deteſts; 
yea, and prohibits under the ſevereſt Penal- 
ties, the wwiced and criminal Deeds of Men. 
And as I am free to own that 1 diſbelieve 
a Predeſtination of al/ Events in general; 
ſo particularly of the Future, Eternal States 
and Conditions of Men. That is to fay, that 
the Divine Supreme Being having preſent 
to his view the whole Human Race, and 
looking upon them either merely as Crea- 
tures, or moreover lopied an 7 in Adam, 
 peremptorily and abſolutely” decreed the final 
Condition of every one; chuſing a certain 
number with a Reſolution of making them, 
and them only, for every happy; and patling 
by, yea, reprobating the reſt, with a pur- 
poſe of their becoming for ever miſerable. 
This alſo appears now to me to be an un- 
ſcriptural Doctrine. The Bible no where 
teaches ſuch Decrees. On the contrary, 1 


(x2). 

am perſuaded they have been brought into 
Theology, for want of rightly underſtanding 
the Bible, particularly that noted. Chapter, 
the eleventh to the Romans, which has been 
reckoned their Seat. And I am againſt them 
the rather, becauſe I look upon them to be 
no leſs hurtful and dangerous, than erro- 
neous and falſe. The teaching of them has 
hitherto been, and always will be, d:/honoura- 
dle to the bleſſed God, diſſerviceable to the 
Intereſt of Religion, and diſcouraging to all 
Piety and Virtue. Eſpecially as to Repro- 
bation, unconditional and abſolute, (which 
is ſtiffly held by ſuch who would paſs in 
the World for Divines of ſuperior ſound- 

neſs and orthodoxy) what can be conceived 
more unworthy of God, or bring greater 
Reflexion upon his moral Character for 
Goodneſs and Juſtice; making him, tho' 
the common Father of Mankind, to abandon, 
and caſt away ſuch numbers of his Off- 


ſpring, and this without the Conſideration WW 


of their having done Good or Evil ; or for 
no perſonal Crime and Guilt of theirs, bur 
purely for the fault and tranſgreſſion of 
another which they could not help. Can 
there be a more unamiable Repreſentation 
of the beſt of Beings? And how ſad a 
diſcouragement muſt it be to Perſons uſing 
means and endeavours that they may be 
_ faved, to think of a ſecret latent Decree, 

TS 2 whereby 


* 
* : 


* 


* 
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whereby multitudes of Mankind, evei; che 
greateſt part, are effectually precluded and 


debarred from all capacity of Salvation. + 


I hence proceed to ſpeak my mind- con- 
cerning the Doctrine of Original Sin; by 
which, if we are to underſtand the fit 
Sin or Offence of Adam, imputed and 
charged by God to all his Poſterity, I own 
it to be no longer an Article of my Faith, 
becauſe there is a total filence in Scripture 
about it; ſuch an imputation of Adam's 


Sin, being affirm'd, that I can find in no 


one place. And indeed, it is impoſſible in 
the nature of Things for an Action done 
ſolely. by bim, to be transferred to us, and 
reckon'd the action of all his Deſcendants. But 
ſuppoſing it poſſible for his Crime and Guilt 
to be charged upon his Peſterity, and made 
theirs, J am at a loſs to reconcile this with 
Principles of Equity and Juftice : Yea, the 
imputing to a whole Race a ſinful fact 
done by another, before any of them were 
born, which conſequently was quite out of 
their power to prevent; which they muſt. 
be entirely ignorant of, and no ways acceſſary 
and conſenting to, ſeems manifeſtly unrea- 
Ego: | F 7 ſouable 
I Learned Writers hold that there is an abſolute Decree 
of Election proper to ſome only, and it is inconſiſtent with 
this to maintain, that all Men are capable of being ſaved. 
There is a contrary Decree, ' [The Decree of Damnation] that 


renders ſome of them wholly w*capab/e, Vid. Edward:'s 
Fenitas Redux, p. 380, and 389. 
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ſonable andunrighteous. Or if by Original Sin 
be meant, a Moral Depravity, and Corruption 
of Nature 3 from Adam to his 
Poſterity, which all are born into the World 
with, and whereby they are render d Sin- 
ners (properly ſo called) in the ſight of God, 
and are liable to Wrath and Damnation; 1 
diſbelieve this too, I confeſs, taking it to be 
a Doctrine as remote from Scripture, and 
irreconcileable with principles of Reaſon and 
Juſtice, as the former. And what moves 
me to declare more readily and ſtrongly 
againſt Original Sin, of this kind, or in 
this ſenſe is, not only the plain tendency 
that it has to leſſen parental Affection; muſt 
cauſe Fathers and Mothers to entertain 
wrong notions of their Offspring, and con- 
ſider them in a bad light; will be apt to 
diſhearten, or miſlead them, or both, in the 
important Buſineſs of their Education : But 
alſo, becauſe it is wont to be matter of Con- 
feſion to God in Prayer; is, with ſome, 
the ſure Criterion of a thorough penitential 
Abaſement, and real Work of .Grace in their 
Souls. And then, there has ſprung from 
hence another Doctrine, much taught and 
preach'd among us, and very ſtrenuouſly 
contended for, viz. Regeneration, with - its 
abſolute and untverſal Neceſſity; which 1 
don't now. perceive to be the Doctrine of 
the New Teſtament, Tis at leaſt . 
92 R Wi 
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with me, whether any are ſpoken of here as 
being regenerated and born again, 'or ſtand- 
ing in need to be ſo, except ſuch as af firſt 
were not of the Chriſtian Religion, but either 
Jeus or Heathens. In proportion indeed 
to Men's degeneracy from Goodneſs, and 
corrupting tbemſelves, whether in Temper or 
Practice, and only in proportion hereunto, 
muſt their want of change, and renovation 
be eſtimated. And ſome may grow ſo bad 
and vicious, I acknowledge, - as to need to 
be quite alter d, and in a manner made neu 
Creatures. But to inſiſt that there is a ne- 
ceſſity of Renovation for all Mankind, and 
for all equally and alike, that (becauſe of 
the pre-ſuppoſed Original Sin) this is wanted. 
by Perſons educated in Chriſtianity, juſt as 
by Heathens; by Children, as well as the 
Adult; yea by thoſe who have had the 
advantage of a moſt Religious Education, 
and, for ought appears, have preſerved their 
Innocence, no leſs than others, is what I 
can't agree to; tis in my preſent Opinion 
contrary to Reaſon and Scripture. both. _ 
This leads me on to declare my Senti- 
ments upon another head, or point of 
Divinity, namely, that of Man's Moral Im- 
potence, as it is term'd, or the Diſability we 
are all affirm'd to labour under for per- 
forming actions truly Good and Religious 
in conſequence of Adam's Sin and TS, 
0 E And 
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And though I willingly allow this in cer. 
train Degrees, yet I don't take it to be uni- 
verſally total and abſolute; according to the 

repreſentation that ſome Divines bave. given 
of it: Or, in plain terms, that we are all 
of us as wholly void of Capacity for right 
moral Actions, as Creatures dead, or Beings 
inanimate, are for what is natural. Nay, 
how great ſoever this may be in any, it is 
ballanced, I believe, by the {undertaking- of 

. our Saviour Chriſt, and a ſufficient Remedy, 
For it is provided (at leaſt where the Goſpel! 


is preach d); ſo that Tmpoſiibilities are not 


required of us by God, nor does he enjoin 
things but what are brought ome way within 
our own Power; eſpecially things that he 
has laid our Salvation upon. Affirming 

the contrary is, in my Opinion, injurious to 
the moral Character of our heavenly Father, 


and highly aſperſes both his . Juſtice and | 
Goodneſs. I don't ſee, upon ſuppoſition, 


the contrary were true, how he could appeal 
to Men, as he does in his word, for the 
Righteouſneſs of his Proceedings, and the 
Equity of his Ways. We hereby make him 

that hard Maſter, who reaps 'where be has | 
not ſown, and gathers where he had not 
\ firawed. Whatever weakneſs and impo- 
tence. we are under by. reaſon of the Fall, 
none ſhall periſh (I believe) except thro 
their own, Default; and aſſiſting . 7 

8 ne 
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needful for the purpoſes of Religion, even 
that of the Spirit of God, being promiſed 
and ready to be vouchſafed to all, and 
every Man by whom it is fincerely de- 
ſir d and alk'd ; for if earthly Parents know 
how to give, Sc. Luke xi. 13. Nor muſt 
it be pleaded that we want ability thus 
to aſk it; for doubtleſs (as one lays) + 
We are capable of ſuch aſking, as is point- 
ed out to us, and made the condition of re- 
ceiving; otherwiſe here were a Promiſe, 
and no Promiſe, a promiſe to mock us, 
and not to encourage us. And I would 

| oppoſe the contrary Doctrine with greater 

| warmth of Zeal, not only becauſe” it ap- 

: WW pears to be falſe and unworthy of God; 

dat becauſe of the evident bad tendency of it 

> WW too. It bas done, I am ſatisfied, and muſt 
do wherever it prevails, a great deal of hurt 


d and miſchief to People. What more likely 
3 to diſcourage Men from entring upon a Re- 
7 ligious courſe, or hinder them from ſetting 


about the practice of their Duty, than to 
be told they are become quite dead to this, 
that all cheir power and ability for it was 
by the Fall loſt and gone; and there is 
no relief” Provided in Divine aids, or help 


+ Worthy Mr Bennet in hls aſeful Book of the Chrifi an 
oe or "Deovies & the Chet I P. 3 8 
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from above, whereupon they can warrantably 
and with afſurance depend, 
Another 


+ The excellent Archbiſhop Tilletfon, in a Sermon of his 
concerning the nature and ey of Holy Reſolution, - has 
fo well exprſid what 1 would fay upon this Head, 8 
leave to tranſcribe the Paſſage. 3 
be) be more vain than to go about to perſuade 
do what Ty _ N 
12 l to urge cit them with 
_ © earneſineſs, to do that which is abſolutely and 
7 out of their power ? All the Commands o God and 
© tations of his Word, and all the promiſes and 5 
* whereby thoſe Exhortations and Commands are enforced, 5 

« plainly ſuppoſe either that it is in our power to do the 
L which God commands and exhorts us to, or elſe if it be not 
(as I grant it is not) that God is ready by his Grace and 
Strength, if we be not wanting to ourſelves, to affiſt and 
enable us to thoſe Ends and Purpoſes. For the Goſpel ſu 

ſeth a Power going along with it, and that the Hely 

Pine works upon the Minds of Men, to quicken, and 
« excite, and aſſiſt them to their Duty, And if it were not 
* ſo, the Exhortations of Preachers would be nothing elſe but 
« a cruel and bitter — of Sinners, and an ironical in- 
0 over the Miſery and Weakneſs of poor Creatures: 

4 fc wei ono and People to hear Sermons 

other * would be the expence of Time, 
idleſt thing we do all the Week ; and all our Diſ. 

| from Sin, and Exhortationa to Holineſs and » good 
and vehement Pariuaſions of Men E to Fane. 
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braid him, Y angry not doing 
| * of the Nature of R 
ration, and its ncceflity in order to Juſtification and Salvation, 
the ſame Writer obſerves, © That it is the greateſt and juſteſt 
” s Diſcouragement 


- 


r 
Another Point that I would ſpeak freely 

to (which it may be would have come bet- 
ter before) is the extent of God's redeeming 

| Deſigns, and of the beneficial influence of 
Chriſt's Undertaking and Death. And I 
don't believe that theſe are, or ought to be 
reſtrained, to a few of Mankind, or a cer- 
tain number only, who are commonly un- 
derſtood by the Ele ; but that they reach 
to Mankind conſidered at large; to People of 
every Nation and Kindred, Fang and Tribe, 
particularly all ſuch who enjoy the Goſpel; 
ſo far as to reſtore them to a Capacity of 
Salvation, and to make the Attainment of 
future Bleſſedneſs poſible to them, in caſe 
their own: wilful refuſal to comply with 
the Terms upon which this is offered, does 
not prevent. N 
As ſuch an univerſal Redemption is greatly 
to be defired by us, ſo the Scriptures teach it 
in the plaineſt manner, and ſtrongeſt terms; 
nor is there hardly any other point of 
Chriſtian Doctrine for which more ample. 
Teſtimonies of the Word of God are to be 


MN ns = in the World to all endeavours of Repen- 

© tance Reformation, to tell Men that they are paſlive, 
and can do zothing in it. He that is ſure of this, that he can 
do nothing in this Work, is a Fool if he make any at- 
* tempt to become better, becauſe he ſtruggles with an Im- 
TD wars, and if the Work will be done at all, it will be 
Y without him, and he neither can nor ought to have 
* any hand in it, Vol. 2. p. 375. Sk 
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pledges. And I have, I muſt own, a 
peculiar diſlike to the contrary Doctrine 


upon ſeveral accounts ; becauſe it is highly 
uncomfortable and diſcouraging ; has divers 
Conſequences e flowing from it very 
erroneous and frightful; it derogates mightily 
from the Grace of God; diminiſhes the 
Love of the Bleſſed Jeſus; and deprives 
Miniſters of a grand Topic they have to 
infiſt upon (in my Opinion indeed, one of 
the beſt Topics) in order to prevail with 
with Sinners to repent, to forſake their evil 


Courſes, apply themſelves to the Buſineſs of 


Religion, and work out their own Salvation. 

There is one Point or Article more ſtill 
remaining, about which I chuſe to declare 
my Mind freely, as I have done with re- 
ſpect to each of the former, and that is 
the important Point of ſinful Man's Fuſti- 


fication. And it evidently appears to me 


now, that ſomewhat befides, nay, and con- 


trary to the Scripture Doctrine concerning 
this, has, for Years paſt, been advanced 
and taught amongſt us; particularly by ſuch 


as hold that the Eſſence of it lies in Per- 
ſons being made, or conſtituted juſt and 


righteous by and with the Righteoujneſs of 
another, viz. the Mediatorial Righteoufneſs, 
(as they call it) of Feſus Chrift, conſiſting 
of his active and paſſive Obedience; yea, 
and the created babitual Holineſs of bis Nas 


Hy ture, 


(ar) 
ture, which Righteouſneſs is graciouſly im- 
puted and given to believers by God, and they 
apprehend or receive meerly by Faith. One 
might reaſonably expects ſure to meet with 
this account of Juſtification (ſuppoſing it 
true) ſomewhere or other in Sacred Writ : 
to have had the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt thus 
cbaracteriꝝ d, and the Imputation of it ex- 
preſsly and poſſitrvely affirm'd. But I can't 
find it to be ſo now, I own, in any ſingle 
place. And the Scripture is free from the 
Language uſed by our Divines, when treat- 
ing of Juſtification, agreeable to the Notion 
of it. as before ſtated : ex. gr. God's veſting, 
and clothing us with the Righteouſneſs of 
his Son, making it over to us, reckoning and 
reputing it ours, transferring of it, and 
placing it to our Account, So, Faith's looking 
to, and apprebending the ſaid Righteouſneſs, 
receiving, embracing, putting it on, applying 
it, &c. And it is no wonder to me, that 
ſuch Phraſeologies, and Modes of Speech 
occur not in Scripture, particularly the Writ- 
ings of St Paul, or the other Apoſtles, when 
I conſider, that they are very wide of the 
Nature and Truth of Things. Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, let it conſiſt of what it will, 
Obedience active, or paſſive, or both, can't 
be transferred to others (the Righteouſneſs 
itſelf | mean, cannot) ſo as to become 7herrs, 
and the immediate Matter of Juſtification to 


them. 


{ 22 } 
them. It is no more thus transferable ur 
imputable than Adam's Sin. Both are 
* Things, and can't be tranſpos d 
m one to another. They do and muſt, 
neceffarily inbere in their repective Subjects 
always. I may reap, tis true, the * 
and Advantage of what another Perſon dbes 
and ſuffers : but his Doings and Sufferings 
themſekves will eternally remain His, and 
can never be accounted mine. And, in 


plain Words, I take the Foundation of 
ſuch an Imputation of the Righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt to be chimerical and imaginary, viz. 
Chriſt's being appointed from everlaſting a 
federal Head to the elect People, exclufively 
of the reſt; Covenanting with God his Fa- 
ther in their Names. Being bound in the 
Bond with them * ; conſenting to be- 
come their Sponſor and Surety, and obliging 
himſelf to pay their double Debt ; a Debt 
of ſervice to the Law, as a Covenant of 
works, together with a Debt of Sari 
faction to it, as a broken Covenant: in ſhort, 
He and they coaleſcing into one myſtical 
Perſon +. Such a Scheme of Juſtification 
5 I now 

His Name was put into the original Bond, in which 
we (i. e. the Elect) by the Law and Covenant of our Creation 
were bound. Mr Masbers's firſt Sermon at Pinner's Hall, 


. 18. | | 
"'Þ The principal Foundation is, that Chriſt and the Church, 
or the EleR, in this Deſign were one Myſtical Perſon, mw f 


( 23) 
I now diſbelieve and renounce: and my 
diſlike of it is increaſed, becauſe it has done 
much harm to the peace of the Church; 
been the Subject of as angry intricate Diſ- 
putes as almoſt any thing in Religion: is 


attended with ſeveral dan . r 2 ſeguences 


and Abſurdities : Opens a to Licentiouſe 
neſs ; and 1 don't te but upon 8 
Antinomianiſm will be likely t to ſubſiſt, and 
Run Archbiſhop Tillagſon ſays) 2 never be 
and ſolidly confuted. Very different 
. from — Juſtification 2 above de- 
ſcribed, is, I am now well ſatisfied, the 
true ſcriptural Doctrine of this Matter: and 
which I take to be, God's acguitting us 
from all cuntracted Guilt, receiving us to bis 
forfeited favour, and treating, or dealing with 
us, as tho we were 4.7.9 Tuſt _ Righ- 
teous Perſons, for the ſake of Feſus * 
and in Conſideration of his mediatory Per- 
. upon our fncere, genuine Faith 
bis Name, or an unfcigned effef#ual Belief 
of his Ca and Religion, This God bath 
been pl to — and make the Con- 
dition of — being ſo juſtified, and he 


imputes 
ö fate they do actuall Sales in thro the uniting Efficacy of 
the Holy uk. k is the Head, and they are the Mem- 
dies of thas d Nene, as the Apoſtle Fre vlog 1 Cor. xii. 


12, 13. Hence, as what he did is imputed to thew, as if 
done by them; ſo what they deſerved upon the account of 
Sin 1 charged upon 1 Dr Owen on Juſtification, 
Pag- 2 


(2) 


imputes, or reckons it to us - accordingly, 


when fulfilled. The Imputation of Faith 


or Belief to Men, for the purpoſes of their 


8 (particularly that which hath 

for its Object ſeſus Chriſt, and the Revela- 
tion of the Goſpel) is both clearly taught, 
and ſtrongly argued by St Paul in the fourth 
Chapter of his Epiſtle to the Romans. And 
that a Faith or Belief, which is available 
to theſe purpoſes, muſt be ſuch as hath real 
and ſuitable Efes upon Perſons, making 
them live as they believe; or that it muſt 

be a vital Principle in them, productive of 
Cbriſtian Obedience, is proved by St James 
in the ſecond Chapter of his Epiſtle 14, 
Sc. between whom and our Apoſtle, as 
there is, no queſtion, an entire Agreement, 
(ſeeing they both wrote under Inſpiration 
of the ſame Divine Spirit) ſo that is the 
trueſt Scheme of Juſtification, we may con- 
clude, that 56, preſerves: this Agreement, 
and does it with the leaſt ſtrain and force 
upon Words, or the help of nice invented 
ſebolaſtic Diſtinctions; which, not the 
former but the latter Scheme will, I now 
plainly perceive. 


Thus have I laid open to you, Sirs, with 


great Frankneſs, my preſent Senſe and Opi- 
nion concerning ſeveral of the chief Dactrinal 
Points of Religion; the ever bleſſed Trinity; 
the Perſon of Chrift ; the Decrees of God; 


Original 


(25) 
Original Sin; the Extent of the Mediatur's 
Undertaking, and Fuſtiſication. And from 


what I have told you, you'll eaſily collect, 


as I am willing you ſhould, that I am 
now far from being a Calviniſt (properly 
ſo called) as well as an Athanaſan. I don't 
chuſe indeed to go under any Party Names 


or Denominations whatſoever, but eſpecially 


theſe. The diſtinguiſhing Tenets of Atha- 
naſius and Mr Caluin, I can no more eſpouſe 
nor approve: And this, to ſay truth, is the 
Sum of what I had in my Deſign þ far 
to declare. 


hut beſides altering my Sentiments with 
reſpect to the ſeveral doctrinal Points be- 


fore inſtanc'd, I am ready to own that I 
have likewiſe alter'd them about ſome others 
of a more practical Nature; particularly, 
Prayer to God, and the baptizing of In- 
fants. By the former I would be under- 


| ſtood to mean, not ſolitary and ſecret Prayer, 


but what is ſocial and publick. And as to 
ſuch Prayer, I confeſs, I am fo far from 


thinking it to be at all unlawful, or ſin- 


ful, for Chriſtians to practiſe the uſe of 
Forms in it, that their ſo doing appears to 


me now to be highly expedient and Fit, 


provided the Forms are duly compoſed, or 
well drawn up. And praying in public by 
theſe is really preferable in my Eſteem, to 


the common extempore Way, as being 41 


tended 
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tended with fewer Inconveniences, and more 
and greater Advantages. I will venture 
therefore humbly to move for the intro- 
ducing of a Liturgy, or Liturgies, amongſt 
us; and do heartily wiſh, every Congre- 
gation of Proteſtant Diſſenters might be 
prevailed with, to let the Miniſter either 
frame himſelf, or colle& from Books of 
Devotion, a /t of Prayers ſuited as near as 
may be to ſpecial Occaſions and Emergen- 
cies, along with common Caſes and Wants; 
and that this ſet of Prayers, after having 
been approved of by the Congregation, 
the Miniſter ſhould be allowed ſtatedly to 
uſe (reading them from a Book, or rehear- 
ſing them from his Memory): with a liberty 
of adding to, leaving out from, or varying 
a Prayer, as he in his own Wiſdom and 
Prudence ſhall ſee fit. Addreſs: to the Di- 
vine Being by Prayer, is certainly a prime 
part of our public Worſhip. The Decency, 
Solemnity and Profitableneſs of which 1 
think ſcarce poſſible to be always ſecur d, 
without Forms of Prayer, if not pen'd 
down, and got by heart, yet at leaſt pre- 
meditated, or pre-canceived : However, tis 
a clear Caſe with me, that theſe can't be 
ſo [prin ſecured as by ſuch Forms: 

therefore I would ſeriouſly recom- 
mend them to others, at the ſame time I 
crave liberty to make uſe of * 


{129%}. 

to ſerve the Cauſe of Truth and Liberty, to 
retrieve. the Honour of the Goſpel, and aſſiſt 
its. ſpread and ſucceſs. And was I to dis and 
leave the World, it would be with more in- 
ward Satisfaction and Peace in my own Mind, 
I queſtion not, upon account of my having done 
this, than if it had been left undone. Theſe 
are Reaſons which to me appear ſufficient to 
juſtify the Declaration : And let the Conſequences: 
hereof be what they will as to myſelf, I hope 
patiently to ſubmit to them, and to be enabled 
to bear them in the manner I ought. It may 
not be amiſs to inform you before I conclude ;: 
that as this Declaration was drawn up without 
acquainting a ſingle Perſon with it, nor was a 
Line of it ſhown, or read, to any Body, ti.T 
I went to and talk'd with the Bookſeller about 
publiſhing it; ſo it has been ſomewhat haſten'd 
by Intimations that I have receivd from 
Mr Barker within half a Year paſt, of his 
Degn to quit Hackney, before it be long; not 
. wholly it may be, but ſo far that the Paſtoral 
Work and Care will devolve in great meaſure. 
upon another: which my Conſcience would not 
allow me to undertake, without deciaring myſelf 


fing I ſhould be continued with you: And in caſe 
I am neceſſitated to withdraw, I would rather 
do ſo whilſt Mr Barker is upon the Spot, that 
you may nat be left as Sheep without a Shepherd. 

And now my Dear Chriſtian Friends, humbly 
aſking Pardon for all paſt Failings in the Duties 
of my Function, and earneſtly. recommending 


beforehand in the manner I have done; ſuppo= 


e 
you to God, ny the Word of his Grace, a8 


able to build you up, and to give you an In- 
heritance PE all them that are ſanRiified, 


I am, Sirs, 
Your very Aﬀeionate Servant 


Hackney, Nov. 16, TD. 
1737» | 250 | P G 
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81 was firſt entred upon the Study of 
Divinity under Calviniſtical Tutors, and 

or ſome Years read ſcarce any but Catuiniftical 
Books, (being taught that theſe alone were Or- 
tpodox, and that looking into others might cor- 
rut me, and endanger my Soundneſs in the 
Faith z) it is not to be wondred at that my preach- 
ing, all this while, ſhould be accordingly. But 
in Proceſs of Time, and as my Acquaintance 
with Men and Books increaſed, I began to doubt 
of the Truth of ſome of the Doctrines of Cal. 
viniſin; particularly God's reprobating Perſons 
abſolutely, and of his mere Sovereign Pleaſure, 
from ee to their utter final Ruin +. And 
the 


+ Whether this is not t Mr Calvin's Doctrine I leave to the Rea - 
der's adgment, who is acquaintey with Latin, and can underſtand 


the 


| been a more 
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the farther 1 ſearched into the «whole Scheme, 


the 
the following Paſſages, cited from the famous Book of his Jg 
zations, p. 251. After having 3 of the Elect he goes on 
to ſpeak of the Reprobate, and ſays: Nunc de Reprobis, quos 


« ſimul illic (Rom. ix. 13, Cc.) conjungit Apoſtolus. Ut enim 


„Jacob, nihil dum bonis operibus promeritus, aſſumitur in gra- 
« tiam: Sic Eſau, nullo adhuc ſcelere inquinatus, odio habetur. 
Si ad opera convertimus oculos, injuriam irrogamus apoſtolo, 
« quaſi id ipſum quod nobis perſpicuum eſt non viderit. Porro 
non vidiſſe convincitur, quande hoe nominatim urget, guum nibil- 
« dum boni aut mali defgnaſſent, alterum EleQum, alterum rejectum, 
« ut probet divinæ prædeſtinationis fundamentum in operibus 
« non eſſe. Deinde ubi objectionem movet, num iniquus fit 
Deus, illud quod certiſſimum & apertiſſimum fuiſſet juſtitiæ ejus 
« patrocinium, non uſurpat, Deum rependiſſe Eſau ſecundum ſuam 
« malitiam: Sed diverſa ſolutione contentus eſt, quod in hunc 
« finem excitentur improbi ut Dei Gloria per illos illuſtretur. 


[ « Demum ſubnectit elauſulam, Deum cujus vult miſereri, & quent 


« oult indurare. Vides, ut in ſolum Dei arbitrium utrumque 
« conferat ? Ergo fi non poſſumus rationem aſſignare cur ſuos Ele- 


« Qos]. miſericordia dignetur, niſi quoniam ita illi placet: neque 


etiam in aliis reprobandis aliud habebimus quam ejus voluntatem. 
Quum enim dicitur Deus vel indurare, vel miſericordia proſequi, 


quem voluerit, eo admonentur homines nihil eauſe quærere extra 


* e3us voluntatem, p. 252. Quos Deus præterit reprobat; neque 


alia de cauſa nifi quod ab hæreditate quam filiis ſuis prædeſtinat, 
illos vult excludere. Bid. Ubi Quæritur cur, ita fecerit Dominus 
reſpondendum eſt qui ita voluit. (And a great deal mote to the 
ſame Purpoſe, which I forbear to cite.) A Tranſlation of the two 
laſt of theſe Paſſages is given by Dr Edwards, in the following 
Words. * Thoſe whom God paſſes by, he is faid to reprobate, 
and this for no other Cauſe, but that he will exclude them 


| * from the Inheritance which he predeſtines to his Children. — 


When it is aſked why the Lord acts thus; the Anſwer muſt 
be, becauſe he will, Veritas Redux, p. 164. And the Doctor 


who diſtinguiſhes the Decree of Reprobation into two Parts, wis: 


the Paſſing-by Part, and the Damnatory Part, does not ſeruple 
to acknowledge, that the ff (and which he calls the Zading Part) 
was abſolute, irreſpecki ve, unconditional, founded on the mere Will 
of God, or the Reſult of Abſolute Will, p. 154, 163. And 


even the milder Sort of Predeſtinarians he tells us, when they ſpeaks 


of the Eternal Sentence, or Decree of Damnation, make it Irre- 
ſpective to gy except Adam's, P. 164, 165. But there have 
gid Sort (who thought 


a . 


S 
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they trod cloſeſt in Catviv's 


N. 
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the more Reaſon I ſaw to ſuſpect its Orthodoxy, 
and that it had no Foundation in the Word of 
God. Inſomuch, that the Situation I was in at 
London grew more uneaſy to me every Year ; and 
if I had not happily been removed hither, 
(rather than have ſtay'd much longer where I 
was) I believe I ſhould have quitted and left 
off the Miniſtry. A cloſer and more unpreju- 
diced ſearching of the Scriptures ſince I came 
to Hackney, with better Helps and Aſſiſtances 
to underſtand them, has produced the Change of 
Sentiments that you'll find in the foregoing Let- 
ter; wherein, tho' I addreſs immediately to my 
Chriſtian Friends Here, yet I would be under-, 
ſtood to write alſo to T. Tis not unlikely | 
that ſome of you will be ready to entertain an 
ill Opinion of me for the ſaid Change: But let 
me tell ſuch, I can, and do, heartily bleſs God 
for it, as a Change from Darkneſs to Light, 
| g and 


Steps) who placed the Decree of Damnation before the Fall, and 
made the Object of God's Reprobation, Man fimply Created, 
vid. p. 166, 168. Upon which Account they have gained the 
Name of Supralap/arians. Shocking Divinity ! I had almoſt iaid 
blaſphemous, what more unworthy of God, -or repugnant to his 
Goodneſs. 2 | 

(Goodneſs in God) ſays Archbiſhop 77/lotfon, is a Propenſion 
and Diſpoſition of the Divine Nature, to communicate Being and 
Happineſs to his Creatures: But ſurely nothing can be more 
plainly contrary to a Diſpoſition \to make them happy, than an 
abſolute Decree and peremptory Reſolution to make them miſerable. 
God is infinitely better than the beſt of Men, and yet none can 
poſſibly think za? Man a good Man, who ſhould abſolutely reſolve 
to difinherit and deftroy Ris Children, without the Foreſight and 
Conſideration of any Fault to be committed by them. We maj 
talk of the Goodneſs of God, but it is not an eaſy Matter t0 
deviſe to ſay any thing worſe than this of the Devil. Sermol 
on the Goodneſs of God, Vol. II. p. 693. ut | 
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and from Antichriſtian Error to the Truth as 


it is in Jeſus. I know how the Change was 


effected and brought. about, by reading on both 


Sides of a Queſtion, as every honeſt ' Man 
ought ;. and eſpecially by ſuch a Study of the 


-Bible as was juſt now hinted: And I doubt not 


but it would be effected in you, could you be 


prevailed with to take the fame, or like Me- 


thods; which therefore I now ſeriouſly and 
earneſtly recommend. Calvuiniſin, Sirs, (to ſpeak 
my Mind of it to you freely and briefly) is a 
very wrong, bad Scheme; from whence all, 
who embrace it, will neceſſarily ſuffer, as 1 
and you have done, in ſeveral reſpects: And 


indeed (excepting Popery) I know not of any 


thing that has more Defaced the Beauty of the 
Chriſtian Religion, or has a greater Tendency 


to Defeat its bleſſed Deſigns. You'll excuſe a 


Freedom of Speech, I hope, meant for your 
Benefit; and in which I. can aſſure you, I 


have no View to provoke, unleſs it be to a 


more thorough impartial Examination of Reli- 
gious Matters. And however the Admonition 
thus publickly given you, may, very pro- 
bably by ſome, be made light off, or treated 
with Sneer and Contempt, I deſire you'll be 
pleas'd to carry in Remembrance that it has 
been given you, by one who ſincerely wiſhes 
you well, and Hall be always ready to ſerve 
you in your beſt Intereſts; who is ſenſible 
of his having miſled you in his early Years, 
and not 4 little ſorry for it, tho' it were only 
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